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Global North country and account for the highest number 
of causes for imprisonment (M. Alexander 2011; Guerino, 
Harrison, and Sabol 2011). In fact, the 2013 U.S. incarcer-
ation rate of 716 per 100,000 people is the highest in the 

world (Wing 2013). Although the United States contains 
only 5% of the world population, it has 25% of the world’s 
prisoners (Kirchhoff 2010). Nearly half (48%) of prisoners 
in federal prisons were sentenced for drug offenses 

Table 6.3  World Comparative Rates of Incarceration  
(per 100,000 People), 2013

Top 10 Countries (a) Other Industrialized Countries (b)

United States 716 England and Wales 148

St. Kitts and Nevis 649 Australia 133

Virgin Islands 539 Canada 118

Rwanda 527 France 103

Cuba 510 Italy 100

Seychelles 490 Switzerland   87

Russia 490 Netherlands   82

Anguila 487 Germany   78

Georgia 473 Sweden   60

Source: (a) Wing (2013); (b) International Center for Prison Studies (2014).

FIGURE 6.10  U.S. State and Federal Prison Population, 1925–2013	
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Source: Sentencing Project (2015).


